that the confusion may well be resolved by studying highly purified interferons. All the authors are international experts, the chapters are fully referenced and the book is well produced and edited -though I still think the genitive of interferon should be interferon's.
These position papers will be valuable reading for all those who for whatever reason want to understand the present state of the science that lies behind the possible use of interferon in clinical medicine -science that is moving very fast at the moment. This 523-page volume is the first book to be devoted to tardive dyskinesia, a common complication of long-term neuroleptic treatment. In their introduction the editors defend their decision to include original studies and apologize for the overlap in content of various chapters. Indeed, the book is large, repetitious and some of the research would have been better published in such detail in esoteric journals.
But it is comprehensive. The first part is concerned with animal models and biochemical studies and the second part with clinical aspects. Many chapters make valuable reading for any psychiatrist: such as those by Crane (prevalence and drug history), Gardos and Cole (assessment) and by Chan and colleagues (maintenance antipsychotic therapy and risks of dyskinesia). One must also single out the chapter by Gibsonthe only British contributor -showing what an alert clinical psychiatrist can contribute by systematic observations on outpatients.
A review of treatment would have been useful as the reader has to plough through many short chapters on this subject. Of course, no treatment available is consistently successful in the long term.
Few will want to read the book in its entirety. Only those obsessed with tardive dyskinesia will buy it for their own personal library. This volume comprises the papers and discussion from an international symposium held in Haifa, Israel, in August 1979. Haemoperfusion, the circulation of blood over material that can alter its composition by adsorption or exchange, has important potential therapeutic applications and these, as well as theoretical and engineering aspects, are fully presented. Haemoperfusion has a number of advantages over dialysis: larger molecules can be removed and a high degree of specificity is possible; the problems lie in obtaining satisfactory blood compatibility and preventing the release of small particles into the perfusing blood. Several papers deal with the difficulties, and it is clear that much progress has been made in techniques of coating or encapsulating the charcoal, aluminium oxide and resins used, and loss of platelets is no longer a major obstacle. Both Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 74 Apri/1981 325 clinical experience and model studies using computers or experimental animals are defining the likely role of haemoperfusion with some precision. In acute intoxications, haemoperfusion is effective when the drug or toxin distributes sufficiently rapidly to the vascular space, and is not strongly lipid-or protein-bound: an increase of at least 30% in the metabolic clearance rate is probably needed for a useful effect. As Kolff says in his characteristically enthusiastic introduction, 'It's not only more effective, it is simpler, faster and less expensive' (than dialysis). In hepatic coma, charcoal haemoperfusion can result in the recovery of consciousness of most patients in Grade IV comas, but its long-term value cannot yet be evaluated adequately. The consensus view seems to be that haemoperfusion offers no advantage over haemodialysis in renal failure at the present time, but as an adjunct to dialysis, it may eventually make the development of truly compact dialysers possible. The potential for specific adsorption may also be important in uraemia. Other potential applications, for example, in the treatment of psoriasis, are also described, and the book concludes with a carefully classified bibliography. The introductory chapter in which the authors examine the question of heredity and mental illness is followed by a brief chapter on 'Human Genetics for Beginners' which is a model of brevity and clarity.
DE PEGG
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The reader is then taken on a guided tour of the major genetic studies relating to schizophrenia, manic depressive psychoses, presenile dementia, and alcoholism: conditions in which genetic factors clearly playa part. The text is enhanced by tables, some of which carefully summarize as well as compare and contrast the findings of major studies. Case histories and illustrations highlight the text. Further reading is facilitated by a bibliography, with references up to and including 1978.
. Admittedly, the information contained in this book could be found elsewhere in bits and pieces, but here it is brought together and presented in an admirably clear and lively manner. Although written for the general reader, and perhaps in particular for the patient and his family, this book can also profitably be read by medical students and even by postgraduates studying for their Membership examination. Indeed, it is essential reading for anyone likely to be called upon to counsel patients and their families.
At a price of only £5.95 -it would be a bargain at twice that sum -I predict that this book will find its place more off the proverbial bookshelf than on it.
K SCHAPIRA
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Vasculitis (Major Problems in Dermatology, vol 10) K Wolff & R K Winkelmann (ed) pp 338 £20 London: Lloyd-Luke 1980 The series 'Major Problems in Dermatology' has been a great success, under the outstanding consulting editorship of Dr A Rook. Volume 10 takes a new direction, as it is the first one to report the proceedings of a conference. On occasions, such books appear as a disjointed series of papers. 'Vasculitis' is not in this category: it is an excellent work and is thoroughly recommended. One important reason for the success of this volume is the active part that the editors have played. Professor Winkelmann is author or coauthor of eight of the 31 chapters and Professor Wolff is involved in six chapters.
Some aspects of vasculitis have been included which were not dealt with at the symposium. This avoids creating a mere 'proceedings-volume' -as stated by the editors. They have been entirely successful in their aims.
It would not be appropriate to pick out individual chapters as the whole work is of such a high order. It should be read by all dermatologists, whatever their seniority. Physicians in many subspecialities would benefit from reading this book and it is to be hoped that it will be available in all medical libraries.
ANDREW P WARIN
Editorial Representative Section of Dermatology
The Science and Art of Dental Ceramics J W McLean pp 512 US $120 Chicago: Quintessence Books 1980 . The origins of pottery and porcelain are almost dateless in history and combine the art and craft of using materials from the earth. Dental porcelains and metal ceramics are an evolution of these ancient skills with the science of human function as an added requirement. During the past twenty years Dr McLean has provided the dental profession with methods and materials for
